
“Beyond a Single Story”
How to organize a Book Day 
Conference in your school 

by Jolanta Feliciano and Lori Van Roekel 



Who are we?
● Jolanta M Feliciano

Head Librarian
Middle School and Upper School Library
RWT teacher -7th grade

● Lori Van Roekel
Library Assistant
Middle School and Upper School Library
Lower School Receptionist

Facts about Saint Edward’s School:
● Private PK - 12 grades school located on the Treasure Coast
● Enrolled 596 students
● Faculty/student ratio: 1:13
● 25 international students
● Episcopalian tradition; students from different faiths and ethnic backgrounds
● 100% college placement



Purpose: empathy
   Civil discourse

Inspiration: 

Horace Mann School, NY

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie “Danger of a Single 
Story”

Format:

Students (grades 9-12) and faculty all day 
conference



1. Process

➔ Choosing a central text and 
author; choosing a theme

➔ Building 
workshops/presentations/ 
activities around the theme

➔ Putting it all together



Tip:

*collection of ideas in a 
sharble format (Google 
doc)https://docs.goog
le.com/a/steds.org/d
ocument/?authuser=0
&usp=docs_web

.choosing a book 
appropriate for your 
community 

Keynote 
speaker: 
Aisha Saeed

Theme: 
Beyond a 
Single 
Story

Arranged 
marriage vs 
forced marriage

Clash of 
cultures

Islam

Identity

Perceptions
Stereotypes

Immigration
Migration

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://docs.google.com/a/steds.org/document/?authuser%3D0%26usp%3Ddocs_web&sa=D&ust=1543331333243000&usg=AFQjCNFzyrk_7nhSTib86qR-Bz2gjE7uHA
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://docs.google.com/a/steds.org/document/?authuser%3D0%26usp%3Ddocs_web&sa=D&ust=1543331333244000&usg=AFQjCNE7JgP9I2U9jWFKuRcyLtmE_FekAQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://docs.google.com/a/steds.org/document/?authuser%3D0%26usp%3Ddocs_web&sa=D&ust=1543331333244000&usg=AFQjCNE7JgP9I2U9jWFKuRcyLtmE_FekAQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://docs.google.com/a/steds.org/document/?authuser%3D0%26usp%3Ddocs_web&sa=D&ust=1543331333244000&usg=AFQjCNE7JgP9I2U9jWFKuRcyLtmE_FekAQ


Activities leading toward the event:

● Reaching out to faculty and community members to lead workshops
● Accomodations for speakers
● Homeroom activity
● Rules of Engagement for the event
● Art classes: portrait
● Informing student body and parents
● Sign up and scheduling (algorithm created by a student)
● Supplies for activities and printing programs and posters





. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://docs.google.com/file/d/1ZyCxrdHoNDRMml_yJ2iN2V45wwqxfYUZ/preview&sa=D&ust=1543331334409000&usg=AFQjCNEP6Q0SL4jNLBMWHZtJXhT7GYG5mQ


What people were saying



Post Conference:
● Survey: collecting feedback
● Forming a planning committee
● Choosing a theme, a book and an author for 

the next year



Book title:



Resources to consider:

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

http://commonreads.com/2017/06/08/celebrating-book-day-horace-mann-rea
ds-coates-world/

Schedule Genius

Stories of Identity

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.chimamanda.com/&sa=D&ust=1543331335413000&usg=AFQjCNFHYjNNa-AJ80c11eIPhDuuqJu-xw
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://commonreads.com/2017/06/08/celebrating-book-day-horace-mann-reads-coates-world/&sa=D&ust=1543331335414000&usg=AFQjCNGFwEhJ7GIUViL38OvarpqccucJdg
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://commonreads.com/2017/06/08/celebrating-book-day-horace-mann-reads-coates-world/&sa=D&ust=1543331335414000&usg=AFQjCNGFwEhJ7GIUViL38OvarpqccucJdg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.signupgenius.com/&sa=D&ust=1543331335414000&usg=AFQjCNHsYAg1nUZx_awiPOvxFWb8Sgkxsg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://drive.google.com/open?id%3D0B02CCIyF8zoQQUxWTkFpSTI5b1E&sa=D&ust=1543331335415000&usg=AFQjCNFn2n_07Zq7Qw2eiJSQOIvYA-Xa4w


Good luck!
We hope you’ll use these tips to go out 
and deliver a memorable pitch for your 
event!

Contact:
jfeliciano@steds.org
772-231-2331

lvanroekel@steds.org
772-231-2110

mailto:jfeliciano@steds.org
mailto:lvanroekel@steds.org

